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We Hope You Enjoy This Devotional! 

We would like to thank all of those who so generously gave of their time and talents to put this 

wonderful devotional book together. It is our prayer that as you use this daily guide you will be 

touched by the Holy Spirit and drawn into a deeper, more intimate relationship with the Triune 

God. There are a couple of changes in this year’s Lent Devotional book: 

 Since Sundays are not counted as part of the 40 days of Lent, we have chosen to omit 

them here. It is our prayer that as you worship with the people of God on Sundays, you 

will feel blessed. However there are a couple of Lenten contributions herein that will be 

offered at Altadore Baptist Church during a Sunday service in drama and in song.  

 “Lent in Action” Wednesdays have suggestions for action on one of the spiritual 

disciplines that we could put into practice. Again, hopefully this will be an added blessing 

in your life. 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, February 14 Lent in Action Week 1 

Repent 

 Spend some time in prayer asking God to reveal what specific thing(s) He would like you 

to repent of. 

 Repent means to “turn away from”. Find one or two of the more habitual sins that God 

has brought to your mind and find a way to face them and then physically turn from them. 

Try to do this a few times a days as a constant reminder.  

 Sometimes a physical reminder of a habitual sin is helpful. You could try to put a sign on 

your body somewhere that is a reminder; for example, the author Anne Voskamp pens a 

cross on her wrist each day. Others wear a special bracelet, or something as simple as an 

elastic band.  

 Confession is also an important part of repentance. Confess a sin to someone you know 

and trust and have them pray with you.  

 Others have struggles with sin too. Ask God to bring to your mind someone who is in 

need of your forgiveness and then forgive them.  

 Remember that God has promised forgiveness. Now forgive yourself! 
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Thursday, February 15 Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 Paul Hunter 

 

 

 

Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and 

compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. Joel 

2: 13 

Prayer 

Dear Lord you have made it so clear for us. We know you love each and every 

one of us and want to welcome us into the Kingdom of Heaven. At some time 

we will leave our earthly body and will have to answer to you. Since we do not 

know when this time will come we need to ensure that we have aligned 

ourselves with your vision for us. We must not hide from the truth of death 

and the consequence of our sin. We must humble ourselves before you and 

confess our sins and repent from our offensive ways. We thank you for the gift 

of mercy, forgiveness and your unending love. Amen. 
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Friday, February 16 Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 Judy Shierman 

God is a faithful God and, like He did with Abraham 

and Sarah, he asks us to walk faithfully and 

blamelessly with Him. Walking blamelessly with God 

is certainly not an easy task. Abraham and Sarah failed 

in this area of their lives many times. They both often 

sinned against God, just like we do. BUT their 

example to us is that they were faithful and they knew, 

through experience, that God was faithful. So, each 

time they sinned they turned to the God that they knew 

would receive them and forgive them. What a great 

example for us.  

Reading through today’s passage in The Message we 

find expanded meaning. v.1b “I am The Strong God, 

live entirely before me, live to the hilt!” What does that 

mean? How can we live entirely for God, live to the hilt? Living a faithful and blameless life is 

one that is entirely centered in the Holy Spirit, faithful in all the daily tasks of life, open and 

honest, full of integrity. That is the kind of life that Jesus calls us to live.  

Abram and Sarai tried to live that kind of life. They trusted God totally and were willing to move, 

giving up all they had to follow God to new, unknown places. They risked so much. In return 

God gave them significant promises and established a covenant with them. AND in keeping with 

the new character that they were developing as they walked through the daily tasks of life, 

trusting Him and being faithful to Him, God gave them new identities, new names, which were 

indicative of being made new.  

Jesus calls us to the same. Live entirely before the God, living life to the hilt, each and every hour 

of each and every day, trusting Him and being faithful to Him. Each and every day being made 

new in Christ.  

Prayer 

O God, Ever-faithful One, help me to live entirely before you.  

Teach me to live to the hilt, trusting you for each moment of the day.  

When I fail, help me to remember the examples of Abraham and Sarah, and 

quickly turn to you for forgiveness. May my life be filled with honesty and 

integrity; may it be holy and blameless in your sight.  

Thank you that you are so patient with me as I learn to walk in your will. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, my risen Saviour, I pray, Amen 
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Saturday, February 17 Psalm 51:1-17 Judy Shierman 

When we read this passage, we are often reminded of the familiar hymn, “Cleanse Me”. 

“Search me, O God. And know my heart today; 

Try me, O Saviour, know my thoughts, I pray. 

See if there be some wicked way in me; 

Cleanse me from every sin, and set me free.” 

Allowing God to search us is a hard, and a truly vital, necessity. But many of us only concentrate 

on the beginning of the Psalm and our need for repentance and forgiveness, which are so 

important, but after the cleansing needs to come the rejoicing and the worship. Look afresh at 

some of the verses of this Psalm as written in The Message:  

 v.8; Tune me in to foot-tapping songs, set these once-broken bones to dancing. 

 v. 10; God, make a fresh start in me, shape a Genesis week from the chaos of my life. 

 vs. 13-15; Give me a job teaching rebels your ways so the lost can find their way 

home. Commute my death sentence, God, my salvation God, and I’ll sing anthems to 

your life-giving ways. Unbutton my lips, dear God; I’ll let loose with your praise. 

 v. 19a; you’ll get real worship from us, acts of worship small and large, 

Living a life of worship to God, serving Him in response to worship will lead to a fulfilling life of 

obedience and service to our Lord.  

Prayer 

Lord, teach me to dance to the beat 

of your heart. Let me bask in 

freedom that your forgiveness 

brings. May I be honest with myself 

before you, and remember that you 

are all knowing. May my thoughts 

be your thoughts and my ways be 

your ways. May my response to 

worship of you be one of praise, 

obedience and service.  

You are worthy at all time to be 

praised and worshipped. To you be 

the power, honour and glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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Monday, February 19 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 Elie Haddad 

(Elie Haddad is one of the Canadian Baptist Ministries (CBM) partners that our 

church supports financially and in prayer. Elie and his wife, Mireille, live in 

Lebanon where Elie is currently the President of the Arab Baptist Seminary.) 

Weapons of Righteousness 

In these verses, Paul continues his discourse on reconciliation. The basis of this reconciliation is a 

paradox, a mystery. Jesus, who knew no sin, who had no acquaintance with sin, who did not 

approve of sin, was appointed by God as the sacrifice for sin. By doing that, God identified Jesus 

with the lostness and alienation of humans. The result is that through the belief in the redemptive 

act of Jesus, we become righteous with a righteousness not our own but God’s. Moreover, this is 

not just an individual quality. The world is being set right with the divine purposes of God 

through this eschatological act. 

As usual, Paul pushes the discussion from what God has done to what we ought to do 

consequently. As we are reconciled with God and are brought to a relationship of peace with 

God, we become responsible to live a life that reflects that peace. This is so important for Paul 

that he goes through the trouble of affirming again that he has a message from God, a message of 

reconciliation. That message extends to all of us as God’s co-workers. Paul uses a series of 

examples and opposites to describe the paradox of his ministry, and by extension ours. Then Paul 

uses a military metaphor to explain how all of this happens. Through weapons of righteousness. I 

love this metaphor. As we are reconciled with God, as we become righteous, our tools become 

weapons of righteousness.  

This is a great reminder for us during this Lent season. We are people who have been reconciled 

with God. We have become righteous through the righteousness of the sinless who became sin 

for us. All of this happened through the redemptive act of Jesus that we remember this season. 

This changes us. It changes who we are and how we act. We are now responsible for this ministry 

of reconciliation. We have the message of reconciliation. And as we minister in weakness, our 

weapons are of righteousness. We have no right to use other weapons. We cannot respond to the 

world in kind. We respond according to our new position with God. We respond with a message 

of peace, trying to bring the world in line with God’s purposes. Our fight is no longer of this 

world. We are God’s messengers, proclaiming His love to the nations. We only use weapons of 

righteousness. 

Prayer 

Thank you, Father, for the redemptive work of Jesus by which God 

reconciled us to Himself. Thank you for calling us to proclaim this message 

of reconciliation to the world. Our prayer, this Lent season, is that our only 

weapons with which we face the world are weapons of righteousness.  

For your glory. Amen. 
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Tuesday, February 20 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  

‘Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you 

will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

2 ‘So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and on the streets, to be honoured by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 

reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right 

hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in 

secret, will reward you. 

5 ‘And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the 

synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 

their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 

Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

16 ‘When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show 

others they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 17 But when you 

fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that it will not be obvious to others that you 

are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in 

secret, will reward you. 

19 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where 

thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and 

vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also. 
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Wednesday March 08 Lent In Action Week 2 

Fasting 

 Give up something of comfort for one day - your favorite pillow, your coffee, social 

media, your comfortable shoes, using the car, your favorite program. 

 Make some silence in an unexpected place - no music in the car, a "no talking" dinner, 

take  a few moments to check in on quiet sleeping children before bed, sit at your window 

and look out at your community. 

 Imagine what it would be like to not have the convenience of your local grocery store? 

Try putting off grocery shopping for a day, only buying local, making something from 

scratch instead of buying prepackaged or participating in the Good Food Box program. 

 Ask God to help you fast from the negative; be positive in your interactions with others, 

how you face the moments of your day, and how you treat yourself. 

 If you could to take a picture to show sacrifice, what would it look like? 
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Thursday, February 22 Genesis 9:8-17 Trudy Feldmeyer 

Cloudy Faith 

It seems ironic that these days, everything is in the “Cloud” - safe, secure, with promises that 

users shouldn’t worry. Our whole digital life is backed up and can exist in that great white 

something in the sky…. In reality, it is true - our whole life is in HIS cloud, a covenant made 

years ago to Noah as a sign of His willingness to hang up the bow of punishment, retiring from 

battle in favour of other means of restoration of the relationship we have in and with Him. 

Clouds have always had such significance in my life. As a young girl, I can remember enjoying 

time with my Nana finding all sorts of amazing and changing images as the clouds drifted across 

prairie blue sky. As time went on, watching in awe as the wispy bands of clouds gather strength 

and power, cumulating into a towering giant thunderhead threatening the quench of a summer 

downpour. From the window of a plane as it circumnavigates to avoid their powerful updrafts, 

the incredible beauty of the shifting light and dark, every changing and billowing up - impressive 

and fear-inspiring all at once. Or being present in the moment that the notoriously cloud-

shrouded peak of Mount Rainier peals back the white froth and reveals its glory as it basks in the 

sun’s rays. And nothing brings a sunset alive with God’s full palette of colour than a healthy 

scattering of clouds. For it is through those clouds that God’s fingers stretch out to caress all of 

humanity. 

For humans need that caress - our lives are filled with the clouds of anger, frustration, depression, 

sadness, fear, and loss. Indeed, our own church is in the shadow of uncertainty as we look to the 

future that God has planned for Altadore. But the beautiful gift of God’s covenant with Noah is 

the assurance of seeing His Light in those clouds and that light reveals the rainbow of His Love. 

Have faith and punch through the clouds for where it is dark underneath, on His side is the glory 

of Light and He will always be there to help us through. 

 

 

Prayer 

May we remember that the 

beauty in clouds is the Light that 

brings the rainbow.  

Amen. 
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Friday, February 23 Psalm 25:1-10 Bonnie MacLeod 

Surrendering to the Lord brings Hope 

“O Lord, I give my life to you. I trust in you my God.” 

In this first verse David proclaims his faith – there is no question about it. 

Can I make that statement and truly believe it? Am I giving my life – surrendering every aspect 

of it – all of my concerns for my life, which I have no control over? Am I putting my full trust in 

God daily? I have wondered – what if I were to do that each and every day – how would my life 

look? Would there be more joy? 

In David’s prayer, verses 1-10, he states his trust in the Lord, saying “no one who trusts in you 

will ever be disgraced”. He prays for guidance: verse 4 – “show me the right path O Lord” and 

“lead me by your truth”; verse 5 “teach me for you are the God who saves me” and “I put my 

hope in you.” 

Who do you put your hope/trust in? The Lord has shown his “compassion” and “unfailing love” 

to His people – forgetting and forgiving past sins; because He is faithful and merciful.  

This passage spoke to me saying, if I put my trust in the Lord surrendering every aspect of my 

life to Him – I can know He hears me and has forgiven my past sins. He will guide me, teach me, 

lead me, and transform me over time to be more like Him – compassionate, loving and forgiving. 

His faithfulness endures forever and I must put my hope in Him alone.  

 

 

Prayer 

Lord – help me to surrender all of 

me – guide me, lead me, transform 

me daily, to your likeness, as I look 

forward with hope to the joy that 

only you can provide. Amen. 

 

  



Altadore Baptist Church 2018 Lenten Devotional 

Living Out Our Faith in Our Community 

 

11 

Saturday, February 24 1 Peter 3:18-22 Judy Shierman 

This week’s spiritual practice is fasting. When we fast, from food, or from something else 

significant in our lives, we suffer a little bit. The small amount of suffering serves to remind us 

that Jesus Christ suffered for us, so that we might live. Our suffering is nothing like what Christ 

suffered, not even remotely close, but we need to remember His suffering. Why? Because He 

suffered for you, for me, for each one of us, in order to bring us to God.  

We Worship At Your Feet 

Come and see, come and see, come and see the King of love; 

See the purple robe and crown of thorns He wears. 

Soldiers mock rulers sneer, as He lifts the cruel cross; 

Lone and friendless now He climbs towards the hill. 

Come and weep, come and mourn, for your sin that pierced Him there; 

So much deeper that the wounds of thorn and nail. 

All our pride, all our greed, all our fallenness and shame 

And the Lord has laid the punishment on Him.  

Man of heaven, born to earth, to restore us to Your heaven; 

Here we bow in awe beneath Your searching eyes. 

From Your tears, comes our joy, from Your death our life shall spring, 

By Your resurrection power we shall rise. 

We worship at your feet, where wrath and mercy meet, 

And a guilty world is washed by love's pure stream. 

For us He was made sin, oh, help me take it in; 

Deep wounds of love cry out 'Father forgive '. 

We worship, we worship the Lamb who was slain. 

Graham Kendrick © 1989 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) For use solely with 

the SongSelect. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 125685 

 

Prayer 

Lord, Jesus Christ, I cannot fathom the depths of the suffering you went 

through. And to realize that you did all that for me is astonishing. Help me to 

never forget your anguish and to remember that your suffering was because 

you loved me so much. Thank you that desire to continually bring us to God, 

our Father. Carry me Lord, into your presence, each and every day. Precious 

Lord, take my hand, and lead me to your Promised Land, Amen. 

http://www.ccli.com/


2018 Lenten Devotional Altadore Baptist Church 

Living Out Our Faith in Our Community 

 

12 

Monday, February 26 Mark 1:9-15 Glenn & Jill Malcolm 

From Baptism and Temptation to God’s Kingdom 

Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist. When Jesus was coming out of the water he saw heaven 

being torn open and the spirit descending on him like a dove. God speaks to Jesus saying, “You 

are my son whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  Then the spirit sends him out to the 

dessert for 40 days and nights being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals and the 

angels attended him. Temptation is not sent to us to make us fall but to make us stronger and to 

follow in Jesus’ footsteps. 

Why was Jesus baptized as he was a sinless man? When we were baptized we were there to wash 

away our sins. Perhaps it was for a decision, an approval and an equipping. This was the time for 

Jesus’ decision to launch out on his earthly ministry. He had been a carpenter up to now when he 

became a fisher of men and women. This was the beginning of his ministry here on earth. It was a 

time of approval too. God’s approval came with a voice and the shape of a dove. A dove reflects 

peace and love as Jesus’ ministry exemplified. It was also a time of equipping. The Holy Spirit 

came down from heaven upon Jesus and pushed him to start his ministry. 

He tells of the Good News in vs. 14 & 15. What is the Good News? It is Truth, Hope, Peace, 

God’s Promise, Immortality and Salvation. To participate in this Good News we make a decision 

to follow Jesus, we seek God’s approval and we accept the equipping of the Holy Spirit. 

We are praying that we 

may be able to live our 

life’s so that God will say 

to us, “You are my 

son/daughter whom I 

love; with you I am well 

pleased.” 

 

 

Prayer 

Thank you for the Good 

News you give us. Amen. 
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Tuesday, February 27 Isaiah 58:1-12 Jean Sun 

Fast in God’s Way 

Israel seemed to fast a lot and wonder why God didn’t hear their voice. God wants us to fast not 

just one day to humble ourselves. We human beings tend to rebel. At the end of day when we 

fast, if we still do evil in the eyes of the Lord, it's not a day acceptable to the God. God wants to 

reward us and heal us: "Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will 

quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the LORD will be 

your rear guard...The LORD will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched 

land and will strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose 

waters never fail. Your people will 

rebuild the ancient ruins and will 

raise up the age-old foundations; you 

will be called Repairer of Broken 

Walls, Restorer of Streets with 

Dwellings." 

In Proverb 20:27 "The human spirit is 

the lamp of the Lord that sheds light 

on one’s inmost being."  It tells us we 

need to use the Lamp of the Lord to 

guide us in every way, so we will 

never be in the darkness. When we 

fast and after we fast, let's remember 

to let the God's light shine in our 

daily life every day. Let's get rid of 

our own way and honour God's way! 

 

Prayer 

Dear Heavenly Father, we love you with all our heart, with all our mind 

and with all our soul. Let us hide your word in my heart that I might not 

sin against you. (Psalm 119:11). Let us walk in your light with you.  

Let our eyes fixed on you. The days of your coming are near.  

You will reward us for whatever we do. We want to produce the fruits 

that are delightful to you. Please help us to humble ourselves before you 

and honour your way. In your name we pray, Amen. 
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Wednesday, March 15 Lent In Action Week 3 

Prayer 

 Pray for someone you don't want to pray for; for whatever reason. Let God help you find 

the words and speak them. 

 Try Bible Doodling; draw a little picture or add some colour to your bible or write a verse 

on a separate page and let the Spirit guide you to make it come alive with colour and 

design. 

 Find a night to consider the garden of Gethsemane; stay up later than usual, praying to be 

accepting of the will of God, just like our Saviour. 

 Think of a common chore you do and make a point of praying while you do it this week. 

 Ask God to help you listen. Make time and space to hear God throughout your day. 
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Thursday, March 01 Psalm 22:23-31 Bernice Cass 

Come to the Table 

In this passage we again see reference to caring for those less fortunate, as God’s People. This 

concern is also expressed in Psalm 58; Micah 6, and in Matthew 25: 31-44.We are called to be 

God’s people by welcoming all to God’s Table, His table of life. We could understand this in a 

metaphorical sense, but I believe it is meant to be taken in a real sense as well. We who have 

plenty are called to action in this regard. I believe we should be a voice for those less fortunate, as 

Christ has called us to be (Matt.25, etc.).  

The negative attitude towards the recent increase in minimum wage payment has been troubling 

to me personally. It is disconcerting to realize that people employed in businesses that service us, 

such as cafes and coffee shops, are often paid only the minimum wage, not enough to pay rent, 

buy food and other necessities. And then there are those who care for the elderly. They, often, 

receive only minimum wage but deserve a fair wage. We, in my opinion, should be willing, as 

Christ’s followers, to do what we can to help such people who are less fortunate than ourselves.  

Jesus’ Self-portrait 

Jesus says;” Blessed are the poor the gentle, those who mourn, those who hunger and 

thirst for   uprightness, the  merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, and those who 

are persecuted in the cause of uprightness” (Matt. 5: 3-10) These words offer us a self-

portrait of Jesus. Jesus is the blessed one. And the face of the Blessed One shows poverty, 

gentleness, grief, hunger, and thirst for uprightness, mercy, purity of heart, a desire to 

make peace, and the signs of persecution.  

The whole message of the Gospel is this: become like Jesus. We have his self-portrait. 

When we   keep that in front of our eyes, we will soon learn what it means to follow Jesus 

and become like him.  

Anonymous 

Prayer 

Lord, the resurrection of your Son has given us new life and renewed hope. 

Help us to live as new people in pursuit of the Christian ideal. 

Grant us: wisdom to know what we must do,  

the will to want to do it,  

the courage to undertake it,  

the perseverance to continue to do it,  

and the strength to complete it. Amen.  

(from New Saint Joseph People’s Prayer Book)  
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Friday, March 02 Romans 4:13-24 Keith MacLeod 

Salvation by Grace, through Faith, in Christ 

“He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, 

giving glory to God, and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able 

to perform.” Romans 4:20,21 In these verses Paul explains that we, like Abraham, are saved by 

faith in God’s gift of a righteousness not our own. The righteousness “accounted” to all is the 

perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ. This accounting has God separating the sin from the sinner 

by placing it on Jesus “who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because 

of our justification.” Romans 4:25 This is the great exchange of the gospel.  

The Bible never says people 

are saved because of their 

faith or on the basis of their 

faith. God saves people by 

or through faith. Faith is 

necessary but it is only a 

channel through which the 

righteousness of God 

becomes ours. Self-

righteous faith has no value 

and we are left facing the 

wrath of God.  

Faith is only as good as its object. Apart from God’s grace, we struggle to justify ourselves. Like 

Abraham, our faith cannot be in our own ability to believe or act. It must be faith in God’s 

promises “being fully convinced” God’s grace makes salvation possible and is open to all who 

come by grace alone through faith in Jesus Christ alone. 

 

Prayer 

GOD, thank you for JESUS, who died on the cross for the atonement of my 

sins. Thank you for the gift of faith, through which I have attained the 

benefit of adoption as a child of God and inheritance of eternal life.  

Make me a witness to this glorious truth. Amen.  
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Saturday, March 03 Mark 8:31-38 Sharon Lipkewich 

Live For Him 

This scripture seems, on first reading, harsh and somewhat difficult to interpret. With that in 

mind, the real question is ‘What does it say to me in 2018?’  

I feel there is a challenge to evaluate ourselves and decide what is most important in our lives and 

consider if our actions really reflect our answer. In this season of Lent, can you ask these 

questions and consider your answer. Have I lost the excitement I once had regarding my faith and 

my commitment to Christ? Are the choices I make a reflection of my commitment to Him? How 

often do my comfort, my profit, my 

ease, my security get put ahead of my 

obedience to God and his plan for my 

life? This path is appealing and easier 

in many ways and the world is full of 

subtle distractions, but to follow is to 

fall away - I lose out in the end and 

put my very soul in jeopardy. 

Like Jesus, I need to be vigilant and 

bold. I need to focus on God’s eternal 

plan, so the desire of my heart will be 

to serve and honour Him. How can 

my wealth, my time, my comfort serve and honour God? I need to ask Jesus to take charge of my 

thoughts and actions. This may mean that some comforts are denied and I may be challenged in 

unexpected ways. God gave me life through the sacrifice of his Son, and I want the abundance He 

promises!   I want to humbly and joyfully offer the choices of my daily life in service to Him.  

 

Prayer 

Jesus, help me to be the person you have designed me to be.  

Teach me to live my life to honour and serve you.  

Remind me daily of the gift of your sacrifice and  

the power of your promises and the joy of the life  

you have planned for me. Amen. 
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Monday, March 05 Mark 9:2-9 Fern Boomhower 

For me the lesson is the knowledge of God’s love in His son Jesus. It is a beautiful thing to 

behold, however God let them know that His son was there to teach them how to reach that 

pinnacle of beauty. It all begins by learning how to build that Love from the inside out. This 

process begins by listening and engaging in Jesus' teaching and also involves work. While you 

are learning do not pass on the information until you have digested that information so you can 

retell it in the TOTAL TRUTH. 

In today’s society I think we are jumping to conclusions too fast. With so much bits of media 

information we see or hear something for a moment or two and make a judgement. We do not 

have the whole story, it could be an accumulation of a lifetime or hours, so we need to dig deeper 

to find the TOTAL TRUTH. 

I think my Dad would say to me, as a child, in the context of learning this passage would be "Do 

not make judgements on someone else until you walk a mile in his or her moccasins. 😊 
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Tuesday, March 06 Exodus 20:1-17 Katya Stalgarova 

This passage lists Ten Commandments given by God through Moses to Israel. But there are 

actually 613 commandments in Old Testament and then some more in the New Testament.  

Why do we focus on some of them more, then on others? How do we decide, which passages 'do 

not apply to us',  'should not be taken literally' or 'mean different thing in our time'? 

Do we always try to follow the spirit of the Law, rather than just the letter of the Law? Or do we 

sometimes just pick and choose what is more convenient at the moment? 

For me personally it is often a struggle. There are Bible passages that do not make sense for me if 

taken literally, but if I start disregard verses of Bible as I please, it may be a slippery slope.  

Luckily for us, God didn't just leave us His word, but also left the Holy Spirit, who can help us 

interpret and understand the word when it is getting confusing.  

 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for the Law and for the Bible. Help us to appreciate this 

treasure. And when it confuses us, let us not get discouraged, but to seek 

Your Own help in understanding it.  
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Wednesday, March 22 Lent In Action Week 4 

Give 

 Make the effort to get some loose cash – a couple of dollars even - and listen to who God 

wants you to give it to.  

 Buy a bag of groceries for the Food Bank bin at the grocery store. 

 Add a bit extra to your church offering. 

 Give the gift of encouragement. Write a letter to someone at Altadore and put it in their 

church mailbox. 

 Give of your time; do someone else’s chore, give your kids 100% of your attention, visit 

or call a friend. 
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Thursday, March 08 Psalm 19 Tony Boomhower 

A God of Beauty 

Our God is a God of beauty and we can find it 

in all of His creation, His words and His 

forgiveness. The writer must have been moved 

to conceive this psalm by the LORD's glory 

and beauty that he saw reflected in the world 

around him. Reading the Torah, I'm sure he 

felt the Creator's beauty flowing out for him to 

find nourishment and guidance for his heart. 

Praying with a repentant heart, he sought the 

beauty in God's forgiveness and the strength to 

keep it from sin. 

(picture by Tony B) 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, help me to find Your perfect beauty reflected in the earth 

You created, Your word You have given us, and the forgiveness you offer us 

through your son Jesus. Amen. 
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Friday, March 09 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 Judy Shierman 

It’s funny, the world has more information about more stuff than ever before. We think we are so 

smart, and yet, we’re not. Jesus, Himself, reminds us in Matthew 18 that we need to become like 

children. Children live life differently from adults. They tend to view the world with awe and 

wonder and they love to learn, and thrive on adventure and discovery. We would do well to learn 

from them.  

God’s ways are not our ways. God, in His wonderful wisdom, makes us like fools if we think we 

know it all. What does v.19 read? “This is the way God works, and most powerfully as it turns 

out. It’s written, I’ll turn conventional wisdom on its head, I’ll expose so-called experts as 

crackpots.” 

When we bow in humility before Him and let Him lead the way, things work out better. When we 

live into God’s calling in our lives, when we understand in the very depths of our being that 

“Christ is God’s ultimate miracle and wisdom all wrapped up in one.” (v. 24 Msg) then we 

become wise fools God’s way.  

 

Prayer 

All-knowing, Ever Wise, God, teach me 

to be like the children, filled with awe 

and wonder that is all around me. Guide 

me in this journey with you to find 

delight in the things I discover. Fill me 

again with your wisdom and your 

strength and work your will in me. 

Thank you, Jesus, that you are God’s 

ultimate miracle and wisdom, and I lean 

into your unfailing power. Amen 
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Saturday, March 10 John 2:13-22 Alicia Airey 
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Monday, March 12 Numbers 21:4-9 Nada Ramsden 

Lifted Up 

The book of Numbers continues the story of the Israelites wandering in the wilderness, a census 

of the people in the camps, their complaints, rebellion and the miracles God used to provide 

protection, water and food. 

This particular passage contains many important elements. There was growing impatience that 

had built over time as they had not yet reached the Promised Land. In a recurring pattern the 

people voiced this again, as they spoke out against Moses and God, 

even after all that had been done for them.  

The resulting judgment that came from God in the form of poisonous 

snakes in the camps led the people to acknowledge their sinful hearts 

of not trusting God and being ungrateful. Moses offered prayer on 

behalf of the people, and God instructed him to set up a symbol of 

salvation – a bronze snake on a pole. There was one requirement on 

the part of the people – that they look at it in order to receive 

salvation and healing. 

Moving forward to the New Testament we again see the salvation of the 

LORD displayed on a pole lifted up for the world to see. John 3:14-15 says, 

“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be 

lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” And the 

well-known verse 16: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 

only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

Jesus on the cross is God in human form lifted up for the world to receive 

the results of his living sacrifice – our healing from sin and death, the gift of 

salvation.  

I am reminded of a chorus we sometimes sing: Lift Jesus higher, lift Jesus higher, lift him up for 

the world to see. He said, “If I be lifted up from the earth, I will draw all unto me.” 

 

Prayer 

In this season of Lent, may my eyes be open to see the gift of salvation you 

have so freely given in love and grace. And may my response be to lift you 

higher in all I say and do that others will be drawn to see you. AMEN 
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Tuesday, March 13 Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 Wendy McIver 

His Love Endures Forever 

Give thanks to the Lord. His love endures forever. This Psalm is about God’s love. When reading 

it I was reminded of this letter written to Altadore Church by my daughter, Lara, about 5 years 

ago: 

Dear family, I want this to be more than just a note of gratitude, but a reminder of who 

you are as God’s people. We are of course so very grateful for the multitude of big and 

little ways that you have supported us in the past several months. It may seem unnatural 

to speak of blessing in the wake of losing Kelly, but that is what has happened to us – we 

have been blessed by so many, but mostly by you. You have been a safety net of gentle 

comfort for Darson, McQuina and me. You have written, fed, talked, hugged and prayed 

us through the beginning of our new journey. We have been more than comforted – we 

have been humbled and awed at God’s promises made real through you. Our prayer for 

you is that you will each know the power that you have as a member of God’s church to 

be His presence in the world, that you will know that the gifts He has given you and the 

way you live in this family and in the world make a difference, that your gifts to us have 

been windows to a world full of God’s presence and love. So, thank you again. Each 

meal, each hug, each prayer has been a blessing. 

With Christ’s love, 

Lara, Darson and McQuina 

I saved this letter for several reasons. I want to always remember 

how wondrous God’s love is and how He can turn a seemingly 

hopeless situation into a banquet of love and compassion. He 

chooses to do this by using us as a family of His to lift up a family 

in need. Isn’t that wonderful!  Please, never let us think that our 

part in His big picture is small – God’s love magnifies our actions 

into the extraordinary. As a family of God, this church has faced 

many challenges, but we must remember He is in control and His 

love endures forever – hallelujah! 

 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, 

I will sing praises to you and give thanks daily.  

Thank you, thank you that your love never abandons me.  

Amen  
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Wednesday, March 29 Lent In Action Week 5 

Thanks 

 We have so much to thank God for, but it often becomes habit more than a heartfelt 

expression. Thank God for something different. Imagine life without your toes – have you 

ever thanked God for your toes?  

 Take the time to thank someone who has been important to your journey of faith.  

 Set a random timer on your phone and thank God for whatever is going on in your life the 

moment it goes off. 

 Thank God for your church family - make a list of all the blessings that being part of that 

family has given you. 

 Sing it out!  In the car, in the shower ... wherever ... sing a song of praise to God. 
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Thursday, March 15 Ephesians 2:1-10 David Nacho 

(David Nacho is another one of Altadore’s CBM missionary partners. David, and his 

family, Suzannah, Sofia, Andres and Anna Laura, live in Costa Rica, where David 

serves as the Dean of CETI (Community of Interdisciplinary Theological Studies) that 

assists in providing biblical and theological training throughout Latin America.) 

God’s Grand Story 

I wish I could show you how fascinated my 

children get about good stories! Have you 

noticed how children like to imagine that 

they are superheroes or how they play 

pretending to be one of their favourite 

characters in those movies that they watch 

over and over again? Since childhood, 

many of the stories that we love most have 

the ability of capturing our imagination; 

they invite into a world with immense 

possibilities, of moments of courage, of danger, of hope and of the unexpected. 

One of the most basic practices of Christian discipleship is to remember that we are living out a 

grand story. In this passage Paul is reminding the Ephesian believers that God is the author and 

protagonist of the story; that we could not join the story out of our own power or desire, we 

needed to be included by the protagonist himself. 

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with 

Christ even when we were dead in transgressions — it is by grace you have been 

saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 

realms in Christ Jesus, ... 

We are invited to bring to this grand story the areas of our life that are in need of mercy, love, 

grace and kindness (These terms are repeated 6 times between v.4 and v.8). Read carefully, 

because what Paul says about God’s intentions in including us will blow your mind: in order that 

in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness 

to us in Christ Jesus. 

Whatever our notions of the purpose for our lives are, I am sure that nothing that we could come 

up with compares to God’s intention: to show the incomparable riches of his grace. God’s grand 

story makes sense of our stories. Now that we are part of this grand story, let’s live out the good 

works prepared for us. 
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Friday, March 16 John 3:14-21 Altadore Youth 

For God So Loved the World… 

The youth have created a video to share with their church  

family on Sunday, March 18t
 
h. 

 

 

 

Saturday, March 17 Jeremiah 31:31-34 Darson Peters 

Knowing Him 

I carved this heart out of soapstone last summer during my Level 2 LTD out trip (the Leadership, 

Training and Discipleship program at Gull Lake 

Camp). For this out trip we climbed a mountain 

and camped near the peak.  

One of the days we had an 8 hour solo time where 

we meditated and spent time alone with God. I sat 

down where I had a beautiful view of the colorful 

valleys and the majestic mountains. During this 

solo time I carved this heart and this verse 

reminded me of how close I felt to God that day.  

In LTD and in our church we explore, learn and 

teach about God so we can become more 

knowledgeable about Him and who he is. But we 

don’t know Him completely and we won’t until we 

are truly with Him in heaven. It will be cool when 

we get to a place where everyone knows God, we won’t need to explore anymore, we will be 

with God and our hearts will be completely full of how wonderful He is. 

 

Prayer 

Dear Lord, guide us as we explore, help us as we learn and teach with us so 

we can come closer to you here and now. Thank you your Son and the gift of 

a future in heaven with You. Amen. 
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Monday, March 19 Psalm 119:9-16 McQuina Peters 

Share the Love  

Prayer 

Lord, 

Help us to live according to your word in order to help others find the right 

path. Help us to keep your teachings close to improve our lives and the lives 

of those around us. 

Amen 
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Tuesday, March 20 Hebrews 5:5-10 Val Webber 

Our High Priest 

Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of Man. We have all heard this phrase. We all understand that 

Jesus is fully human and fully divine. We also know that He is our High Priest, our connection to 

God, the Father, our liaison. 

The Jews of Jesus time would have completely understood how important a High Priest was for 

them. The High Priest made a sacrifice on behalf of the people in order to have their sins 

forgiven. The High Priest was also one of them. He was not chosen by them, but rather appointed 

by God. But the human High Priest was too human and needed to make a sacrifice for himself 

before he could start the redemptive power of the sacrifice for the community.  

How much better, then, is our Lord and Saviour. Fully human and fully divine. Able to take on 

the suffering and agony of our sin in one sacrificial offering. Able to present us to His Father as 

redeemed by His blood. He became 

human so that He was one of us, just as 

a High Priest must be. But He went 

further. He did not sacrifice a perfect 

lamb, or a perfect bull. He was willing 

to be the perfect sacrifice because His 

Father asked that of Him. He took on 

our sins and became our Saviour – the 

only way to the Father and to Eternal 

Life.  

 

 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus, I am in awe of what you were willing to do for us. It humbles me 

to think that we are worthy of your sacrifice. That you took on the task of 

saving us from our sins. That you are the perfect sacrifice. That you, in 

agony, continued in your Father’s plan for us, loving us enough to die a 

horrible death. You are the perfect sacrifice and God’s appointed High 

Priest. Thank you for your redemption. Continue to bless us as we walk in 

your ways, obedient to your word.  

Amen. 
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Wednesday, April 05 Lent In Action Week 6 

Reflect 

 Memorize a bible verse.  

 When you eat with family or friends this week, talk about what it would have been like 

for Jesus and the disciples to share their last meal together. 

 Think about something you have learned, remembered, or experienced this Lenten season 

and ask God to help you carry that with you through the coming months. 

 Attend a Holy Week service at Altadore or another church. 

 Holidays are always busy – ask God to keep your focus on Him. 
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Thursday, March 22 John 12:20-33 Barb Dick 

Obey the Father 

The parable of the grain of wheat is followed by Jesus' telling of His soon death. He understood 

that His obedience to His Father would bring life to many. Jesus' death enabled those who 

became His followers to bring others into the Kingdom of God multipling the numbers reached. 

Matthew 28:19, Jesus said, “Go and make disciples of all nations.” The message of the Gospel 

continues to draw many in all parts of our world into the Kingdom. However, I think in North 

America we have been lulled into believing that others will be drawn towards Jesus if we set a 

good example. But Paul stated in Romans 10:14 “How, then, can they call on the one they have 

not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?”   

We as individuals and as the body of Christ must obey the Father and spread the Gospel. There 

are so many who are living in fear, loneliness and anger. I have been wondering if Christ has 

been delayed in coming again because we have failed Him and He longs for us to wake up and 

act. Let us pray earnestly that God will give us caring hearts for those needing the Saviour so 

desperately. 

 

Prayer 

Dear God, heavenly 

Father help us to 

long to  

bring many into 

Your Kingdom. 

May we seek to be 

changed by  

Your Holy Spirit, so 

we can obey You.  

In Christ's name we 

pray. Amen 
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Friday, March 23 Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 Richard Cass 

Give Thanks! Celebrate! 

The theme of this psalm is our need to thank God for His love. In the first verses (Good News 

Bible translation), the psalmist stresses that God’s love is eternal, and that we should verbally 

acknowledge that fact. Then, in verses 5-18, which are not part of today’s reading, he relates why 

he feels so strongly about God’s love for him, by telling how God had helped him defeat his 

enemies and saved him from death in battle. Then, in the remaining verses of the Psalm, he refers 

to reasons why or situations in which we should be thankful and worshipful. 

In verse 21, the psalmist reiterates his thanks for the victory in battle. Obviously that victory 

convinced him of God’s care for his people and of the desire to worship God more fully. 

Verse 22 has always been a bit of a puzzle. It seems to be out of context, standing alone, yet it is 

a verse that is often referred to. Many scholars believe that it is prophetic, referring to Jesus being 

rejected by Jewish religious authorities but then becoming the very foundation of God’s work on 

earth. Others suggest that it refers to past or current leaders who lead the people through difficult 

times. In any case, it is cited as a reason to be joyful, to celebrate and give thanks.  

Both ways of looking at Verse 22 could be applied today. Not only should we not forget that 

Jesus, though rejected by many today, is the foundation for our beliefs and our activities, but also 

we should support current leaders who are trying to follow in His footsteps. 

In the remainder of the chapter, the psalmist continues 

to express his love of God and, finally, in verse 29, 

repeats Verse 1: Give thanks to the Lord, because He is 

good and His love is eternal. 

 

Prayer 

Dear God, help us to lead our lives in such a 

way that it is evident that Christ is the 

foundation of what we think and do. 

In Jesus name, Amen 
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Saturday, March 24 Mark 11:1-11 Marilyn Kaiser 

Hosanna – Jesus, the King is Coming! 

Hooray, a parade!  Someone important must be coming. Who is it? 

Jesus, the prophet, the Nazarene, the one who does miracles. Our 

King is coming – let’s go. 

This very familiar passage is the focus of Palm Sunday and the start 

of a week that will ‘change everything’.  

Jesus and His disciples have travelled to Jerusalem for the Passover. 

Jesus knows what is ahead of him – a parade, praises, cheering, 

palm branches – the welcoming, triumphal entrance. And then 

betrayal, arrest, the crowds chanting “Crucify Him, Crucify Him”, 

conviction, death on a cross. But God had a plan for us – 

resurrection, making it possible for us to be saved.  

Nearing the city, Jesus sends 2 disciples to untie and bring a donkey for him to ride. Whose 

donkey, how can we just take it? Tell them the Lord has need of it. And so they went in faith, 

trusting that they wouldn’t be challenged or accused of stealing. I think it might have been a bit 

awkward, a bit uncomfortable. What is my/your level of faith when God asks me/you to do 

something ‘different’, ‘beyond my comfort zone’? 

Jesus chose to ride a donkey – a humble animal; not a horse that would have been more fitting for 

a warrior king. What does this mean for us? I think like the humble donkey, God will use our 

humble offerings in ways that might surprise us if we just have faith and trust in His plan. 

The crowd welcomed Him with a parade and with praises but by the end of the week things 

changed. Were they fickle, turning away from Jesus when they felt pressure or sensed danger? 

What about us? Do we praise Him in the good times and when things are going well? Do we 

celebrate Him on Sunday and then forget Him or neglect Him during the week? 

Jesus does not force Himself on us as a warrior King might – He gives us a choice. Let us 

continually join in the parade of praise. Let’s welcome Him into our lives each and every day. 

Prayer 

Dear Lord, we thank you for your sacrifice and 

your gifts of mercy, forgiveness and everlasting life. 

We want to have a faith so strong that we trust you 

completely. May we always sing your praises. Amen 
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Monday, March 26 Isaiah 50:4-9a  Lara Peters 

Stand in Confidence 

I am always drawn to the Old 

Testament prophets when the Lent 

sign-up comes out. I was taught 

some years ago to read the bible 

prophecies like looking at a 

mountain range on the horizon: 

one picture with layers of truth and 

fulfillment from the distant past all 

the way to the present. How this 

shows the timelessness of our 

eternal God fills me with awe.  

This passage, of course, is no exception. We assume that Isaiah experienced the judgement and 

abuse described – the pain and the shame. We know specific heartbreaking details of how Jesus 

faced these same trials in His last days – faced them and conquered them with the simple (simple 

in theory, but doubtless not in practice) conviction that God – He who vindicates me – is near.  

But there is more in this prophecy, for we too face shame and judgement. Our modern world is 

riddled with it – the public media spectacles ever streaming into our lives in a myriad of ways, 

the insidious subtle judgements of social media where we measure our worth by ‘friends’ and 

‘followers’ and the timeless and brutally destructive self-condemnation we are all prone to. How 

do we combat this? How do we find the confidence that these verses speak to?  

We look to the Word that sustains the weary. We grasp onto these promises daily – morning by 

morning. We declare that ‘He who vindicates me is near!’ We stand and face these things that, in 

truth, fade quickly away and we focus on the Sovereign Lord who has always been our help, from 

ages past, to this very morning and on into the distance of forever. 

 

Prayer 

Ageless, awesome God, teach us to rely on you with the confidence of Isaiah 

and the courage of Jesus – to let the truth of your protection not be muddled 

by the rampant judgement of our modern world. May our ears hear your 

promises alone and may we be sustained in our weariness. Amen. 
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Tuesday, March 27 Psalm 31:9-16 Airey/Weetman 
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Wednesday, April 12 Lent In Action Week 7 

Serve 

 If you could pick one item in your home that reminds you of kindness, what would it be?  

 Make a list of every job you have ever done at Altadore - however small or big. Thank 

God for helping you to be part of His Kingdom. 

 Think about how you serve. Could you do more? Should you do less? Is God asking you 

to serve somewhere new? Do you complain about the service you are doing? Do you 

make God a part of how and where you serve? 

 Think about your gifts and talents. Pick one to share in a small but new way.  
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Thursday, March 29 Philippians 2:5-11 Richard Cass 

Christ’s Humility and Greatness 

The introduction to Philippians in the Good News Bible begins with the following:  “Paul’s 

Letter to the Philippians was written to the first church that Paul established on European soil, in 

the Roman province of Macedonia. It was written while the apostle was in prison and at a time 

when he was troubled by the opposition of other Christian workers towards him and was 

distressed by false teaching in the church in Philippi. Yet this letter breathes a joy and confidence 

that can be explained only by Paul’s deep faith in Jesus Christ.” 

The church in Philippi was having difficulties. Some members were harbouring a sense of rivalry 

with Paul, not out of simple devotion to Christ. Paul recognized the need to overcome this, since 

it would be the cause of potential division and ineffectiveness. He stressed how important it was 

that they be united in their attempts to spread the gospel. 

So in chapter 2, he begins by acknowledging their current good attributes, their love for one 

another, their kindness and compassion. He then suggests that they would make him completely 

happy by putting others needs ahead of their own, by considering others better than themselves. 

He then described, in the verses of today’s passage, his idea of the attitude they should develop, 

the attitude of Christ himself.  

The key in that attitude was humility. Though 

Christ was with God, he gave that up to bring 

the knowledge of God more clearly to the 

people, living as a man and, at many times, as 

a servant. He humbled himself in accepting the 

judgment which lead to his death on the cross.  

The reading is completed with Paul’s 

description of the reward given Christ by God 

the Father, and then how everyone would 

honour Him by proclaiming that He is Lord.  

 

Prayer 

Dear Lord,  

May we take to heart the words of today’s reading  

and strive to develop that attitude of Christ’s,  

being humble yet strong in our trust in God.  

In Jesus name we pray, Amen 
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Friday, March 30 Mark 14 Wendy Burnham 

A Beautiful Thing for Jesus 

In this passage we see a huge array of responses to Jesus.  

 WHO: Chief priests and teachers of the law  

RESPONSE: Scheming to arrest Jesus and trying to kill Him. Later in this chapter this 

same group joined by elders and the high priest, bear false witness (tell lies) about Jesus 

and agree He is worthy or condemnation to death. 

 WHO: Woman at Simon Peter’s house 

RESPONSE:  Broke jar of very expensive perfume and poured it on Jesus’ head. 

 WHO: Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve Disciples 

RESPONSE:  Went to chief priests and decided to betray Jesus. 

 WHO: The Twelve Disciples 

RESPONSE: Ask how to help with preparations for Passover and do as Jesus asks. 

Celebrate Passover and the Last supper. Sing a hymn. Go with Jesus to Mount of Olives. 

Hear they will all fall away and one will betray Jesus and Peter will deny Jesus. They all 

disagree emphatically that they would never do such a thing. They all end up running 

away after a brief fight and, of course, Judas betrays Jesus and Peter denies Jesus 3 times. 

 WHO: The Eleven Disciples (the Twelve less Judas Iscariot) 

RESPONSE: When asked to stay awake they all fall asleep…3 times.  

 WHO: A crowd armed with swords and clubs  

RESPONSE: After a brief fight, arrest Jesus and take him away. 

 WHO: Guards 

RESPONSE: Beat Jesus. 

This is a sad chapter. Most of 

these people either knew Jesus 

and followed Him or claimed to 

know God and follow Him. And 

yet, only one shining example of 

love…a woman, amidst all these 

men, does a beautiful thing. Jesus 

says the woman is preparing His 

body for burial and that wherever 

the Gospel is preached, her story 

will be told and remembered. 
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Friday, March 30 (cont.) Mark 14 Wendy Burnham 

When I think of this part of the Gospel account, I often think of the big dramatic acts of failure--

Peter’s denial, Judas’ betrayal, the religious people's condemnation, the beatings by the guards or 

the disciples’ inability to stay awake with their friend and rabbi. But Jesus wanted us to 

remember and, I think, ponder this woman who was not someone we would have expected to set 

an example for us to follow. We would have expected the disciples or teachers, elders or priests 

to set an example. It is not a big dramatic thing but “she did what she could.” In contrast, we see 

many responding and doing what they shouldn’t have and may later have regretted. 

Prayer 

God, Thank you for this example of a woman who was not afraid to show 

her love for your Son in a way that was costly, creative, thoughtful and 

genuine. May we be touched by this beautiful expression of love and think 

deeply about the ways we demonstrate our love for You. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, April 15 Black Saturday 

Imagine the mourning, the grief, the shock and the disbelief. Jesus was dead…gone…they were 

bereft and alone…now what??? 

That is what faced the disciples on the first Black Saturday. Try to picture yourself as one of 

those disciples; try to picture the world without the presence of God at all. Black Saturday – dark, 

hopeless and joyless. 

And then Sunday came…  
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Sunday, April 15 Easter Sunday 

 


