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Restoring Childhood                            
to Syria’s “Lost Generation” 

by Suzie Lahoud 

  
“There are no longer any children in my 
country - even a four-year-old can tell you 
everything about war,” solemnly remarks 
one of LSESD’s partners in Syria. “Keeping 
Children Safe,” an assessment conducted 
by LSESD’s Child Protection Specialist, 
Kezia M’Clelland, in partnership with Viva 
and Food for the Hungry, highlights the 
incredible challenges and vulnerabilities 
that Syrian children are facing both as 
refugees and within their home country in 
light of the ongoing crisis in Syria. In addi-
tion to suffering the trauma of war and 
sudden displacement, Syrian children are 
increasingly vulnerable to all kinds of 
physical, emotional, and sexual abuse in 
addition to frequent instances of kidnap-
pings and recruitment to armed forces.  
Even in Lebanon children report that their 
new living environments are often unsafe, 
as they are increasingly subject to discrim-
ination by the host community and tend 
to reside in conflict-prone areas.  Addi-
tionally, children suffer from a loss of  
access to basic education, and many de-
scribe how they are missing out on play. 
“We don’t play like we used to in Syria,” 
explains one group of Syrian refugee chil-
dren residing in the North of Lebanon.  
Another family living in a tent in the               
Bekaa valley lament that the children 
used to have toys in Syria - now they play 
with sticks and string, whatever they can 
find.   
 
The concept of establishing Child Friendly 
Spaces (CFS) as a humanitarian interven-
tion was first introduced by UNICEF in 
1999 to protect and nurture children 

suffering as a result of the conflict in              
Kosovo. Since that time it has been rapid-
ly integrated into many relief agencies’ 
response programs, recognizing that chil-
dren are the most vulnerable victims of 
war. M’Clelland’s research provides am-
ple, heart-wrenching evidence that the 

conflict in Syria is no exception.  This reali-
ty has served as LSESD’s primary impetus 
for working to establish Child Friendly 
Spaces in both Syria and Lebanon.  These 
centers will seek to provide children with 
a secure environment where they can 
play and grow under the supervision of 
volunteers trained to meet the needs of 
their physical and psychological wellbeing.  
CFS serve as a sort of “safe haven” away 
from the trauma of war; a place where 
children can re-claim some semblance of 
childhood and begin to heal psychologi-
cally from the atrocities they’ve suffered. 
 
On September 16-17, LSESD held a train-
ing for the CFS staff recruited to open its 

first CFS inside Syria with funding provid-
ed through Open Doors.  The trainers in-
cluded staff from Himaya, a Lebanese 
NGO and implementing partner of UNICEF 
specializing in child protection, and Heidi 
Wheeler, a clinical psychology doctoral 
candidate at the American University   

Hospital (AUH). The sessions ranged from 
topics on humanitarian standards of 
health and safety to child protection is-
sues, psychological first aid, and working 
with children who are dealing with trau-
ma. The participants were a courageous 
group of eight young volunteers from 
inside Syria with university specialties in 
areas such as medicine, counseling, and 
pharmacology.  When asked about the 
situation in Syria, the leader of the group 
responded, “It either breaks you, or it 
makes you a hero.” Though all of their 
lives have been deeply affected by the 
war, these young people are choosing not 
to be broken, but to invest themselves in 
the next generation. Cont’d on page 2 
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Two young beneficiaries of LSESD’s food aid project in the Bekaa Valley 

To  learn more about LSESD’s humanitarian response to the Syria crisis, or any of LSESD’s ministries  

contact us at information@Lsesd.org . Check our website too at www.LSESD.org  

mailto:information@Lsesd.org
http://www.lsesd.org
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Restoring Childhood to  
Syria’s “Lost Generation”  (Cont’d)  

In addition to launching its first CFS in Syria, continuing to support 
the Zahle school for Syrian refugee children in the Bekaa Valley, 
and holding several Child Protection trainings for its implementing 
partners, LSESD hopes to further expand its child-focused relief 
efforts in the coming year. Funding has been secured through              
German Baptist Aid for a second CFS for Syrian refugee children in 
Beirut, and LSESD’s Relief Department is currently seeking partners 
for an additional CFS in the North, outside of Tripoli.   

Each of these CFS are designed to cater to the needs of around 160 
children ages 4-11 through integrated, participatory, and inclusive 
programming with an element of psychosocial support. Inspired by 
the example of individuals like our CFS volunteers in Syria, LSESD 
and its staff are likewise determined to not be broken by such a 
vast and urgent need, but to press on for the sake of the next               
generation. 
 
Sources: UNICEF, “A Practical Guide to Developing Child Friendly 
Spaces”; Kezia M’Clelland, “Keeping Children Safe? Learning from 
LSESD’s work with the local Church in the Syrian Crisis.” 
  
Photo Credit: Angela Howard, Food for the Hungry; Suzie Lahoud, LSESD 

 

“LSESD Relief Consultation” 

LSESD is currently working with several             
thousand vulnerable Syrian families affected by 
the crisis providing, amongst other things, 
monthly food aid to 2,800 households in              
Lebanon, and 3,800 others in Syria.   

Yet, as the needs continue to be overwhelming 
and in the   absence of any clarity or foreseeable 
end to the Syria crisis, we’re holding this            
November a consultation in Lebanon that 
brings together a small circle of friends and 
partners that we may reflect together on the 
best way forward.  Appreciate your prayers for 
God’s wisdom and guidance.  

 

    

Raising Support for  

Christian Iraqi Refugees in Lebanon  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the recent atrocities that took place 
in Mosul, Iraq, and the resultant displacement 
of minority groups, Christians included, 
LSESD conducted a survey on the needs of 
Christian Iraqi families that sought refuge in 
Lebanon.  Major needs include 1) medication, 
and 2) tuition fees for the children.  Your                 
timely support is greatly appreciated!                               
For details contact us.   

Young beneficiaries of LSESD's food aid project in the Bekaa Valley 

CFS Volunteers during a session with Himaya 

To serve the Church in Lebanon and the Arab World through spiritual, social and educational development. 

mailto:aabboud@Lsesd.org?subject=Support%20for%20Christian%20Iraqi%20Refugees%20in%20Lebanon
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When you were a child, did your parents 
forbid you from watching certain films or 
TV programmes because they were too 
scary or too violent? As a parent, do you 
censor your children's viewing for exactly 
the same reasons? 

For thousands of children and young peo-
ple living today in Lebanon, their protec-
tion from the scary and violent went a 
long time ago. Their nightmares are not 
from the TV, but from everyday living. 
Some of these kids have been in war 
zones and seen things no child should see 
and experienced horrific things no child 
should have to endure.  

We at Baptist Children and Youth Ministry 
(BCYM) have a heart for these vulnerable, 
damaged children. We want to be their 
friends, to see them smile again and to 
bring fun back into their lives. We want 
them to comprehend the enduring love of 
the One who wants the very best for 
them. We want them to have hope once 
more. 

During the last year (2013/14) we have 
doubled the number of camps and follow-
up events we organise for these kids. At 
these camps and meetings, we have 
shared positive messages that the partici-
pating girls and boys have started to take 
on board. We have had counsellors on 
hand to help them deal with painful             
issues. And we have had fun doing activi-
ties like hiking, sports and games these 
girls and boys would not normally be able 
to do. 

We have a small staff team of myself, Pas-
tor Joseph and a group of loyal volunteers 
who do a fantastic job befriending, enter-
taining and teaching these wonderful chil-
dren and young people. It is great when 
friends from overseas join us. In April, we 
had a group from Germany helping us and 
in June, a team from America organised 
outdoor games for the kids. If any over-
seas groups would like to join us in the 
coming year, we would love to see you.  

All our BCYM leaders go on retreat once a 
year. At this year’s retreat, there was 
training on child safety and trauma, which 
provided useful advice on how to help 
many of the kids we meet who are strug-
gling with such issues. 

Sana*, a 14 year old street kid, is one of 
the hurting young people we are working 
with. “I am throttled from life” is written 
in Arabic (Ana Makhno’a men el hayet) on 
her arm. When we asked her about it, she 
would reply with a sigh and a chuckle. We 
have been working with Sana since she 
was 10 years old and the transformation 
has been enormous. When we first saw 
her, the shelter where she lives had 
shaved her head. She was always shy and 
had a hat on her head to cover her bald-
ness. She would stand alone and didn’t 
want to talk to anyone. Since then, we 
have worked with Sana a lot, encouraging 
her to accept and love herself. Today, she 
stands in front of everyone and will talk to 
all of us. Sana says the leaders at BCYM 
have affected her life greatly.  

We had a project in March where we 
wanted to show former street kids like 
Sana how special they are and to build up 
their very low self-esteem. Over four 
weeks we taught the girls aged 14 to 17 
hairdressing skills. Three sisters came to 
the project, two of which had been 
abused by their parent which led to their 
placement in a shelter. They confided in 
us a lot during the project and told us 
their stories. Our counsellor had many 
sessions with them on trust and self-
esteem. At the end of the project we 
could see an increase of trust between the 
sisters and us and noticed they were far 
more open. They still have a long way to 
go but we have seen a change in the way 
these girls talk to us and how they deal 
with their friends.  

Our 2014/15 programme of activities is 
due to begin in October.  We are looking 
forward to working with more children 
and young people, providing them with 
hope and getting them on the road to a 
brighter future. Appreciate your prayers 
and support.  

That they may have 

hope, once more 

by Gladys Haddad   

Looking for a Mission Team Opportunity in Lebanon?  Contact BCYM 

www.Lsesd.org   |    information@Lsesd.org  

http://www.lsesd.org/bcym
http://www.lsesd.org/bcym
mailto:Ghaddad@Lsesd.org?subject=Looking%20for%20a%20Mission%20Team%20Opportunity%20in%20Lebanon%20

